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as de jure king, as he had recognised his father for the past four years,
and that he had no intention of helping him to conquer his dominions*
But to the English his words were a breach of the Peace of Ryswick, and
while they might not have been eager to follow William into the War of
the Spanish Succession for an abstraction such as the Balance of Power,
they were prepared to resist what they thought to be Louis's determina-
tion to force a Catholic King upon them.1

1 Anyone interested in the " Posthumous Vicissitudes of James II " will find
the subject exhaustively treated in an article under that title by J. G. Alger in
the Nineteenth Century and After, Vol. XXV, p. 104.